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MEDICAL. | 


Y a a 


Cafe of Lock-Jaw -fuccefsfully treated with Brandy and 
Opium. ' 
DRe ADAMS, 


] AM a conftant reader of your valuable Regifter, and 
have waited with anxiety to fee fome publication by thofe of 
the faculty, prefcribing the moft effe€tual remedy for the Lock- 
Jaw ; but nothing of the kind having appeared, and having 
myfelf been accidentally prefent in a cafe of that kind, I thall 
proceed to give you the particulars of the application, together 
with the effeét. And as Iam a farmer, and not fkilled in tech- 
nical terms, I hope to be excufed for the ufe of language with 
which I have been moft familiar ; and if you think my obfer- 
vations worthy, pleafe to give them a place in fome future 
number. | 

The patient was Jane Ingals, of Hiram, in the county of 
Oxford, in the Diftri€t of Maine, being about twenty years old, 
who on the 2d of July, 1806, ftruck a cut nail 3-4ths of an 
inch into the upper fide of her arm, about two’inches below 
her elbow, at 10 o’clock in the morning The arm inftantly 
became numb, and that numbnefs in a fhort time extended to 
her fhoulder and neck, at which fhe was much alarmed, being 
fenfible of her approaching danger; and in one hour her jaws 
were completely fet, her tongue and her lips were fixed, but 
the {pafms did not appear to affect the reft of her body. In 
this fituation fhe remained till about 2 in the afternoon, when 
a gentleman of the faculty arrived, who adminiftered brandy, 


ftrongly impregnated with opium, which with difficulty was 
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received through a vacuum where a double tooth had ftood. 
In about half an hour fhe could move her lips ; the applica- 
tion was continued without abatement; at 5 the {pafms were 
fo far removed from her tongue that fhe could poorly articu- 
Jate; fome relaxing ointment was applied to her jaws; and 
between the hours of fix and feven, fhe was put into a warm 
bath, and there kept half am hour, and from thence removed’ 
into a warm bed. The brandy and opium were continued till 
nine, when fhe was let.to fleep half an hour; every poffible 
means having been taken previous to that time to keep her 
wakeful. At ten fhe took fome water through her fore teeth, 
and the medicine was in fome meafure abated. At 12 fhe be- 
gan to puke, but it was with difhculty that the matter could be 
difcharged; and thus fhe continued puking till morning, and 
took but little more medicine. At 5 fhe could‘open her jaws at 
full extent ;, and. it appeared that fhe had taken 17 grains of 
opium in one pint and an half of good brandy. 


Bridgeton, April 24, 1807. 
— 


For th MEDICAL ann AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 


DR. ADAMS, 
THE following is. prefented for publication in the 
Regifter, if you think proper. 
TATROS. 


On the Danger of employing Quacks. 

I was lately called in the evening about fix miles, to vifit a fick 
boy, aged fix or feven years, of whom his parents related to mie 
the following facts: He had been indifpofed two or three days 
witha common cold, attended with the peculiar, hoarfe found- 
ing cough, characteriftic of croup [quinfy.] In the preced- 
ing forenoon, they conceived that medical aid might be proper, 
and that an emetic would ferve him well. There being no reg~ 
ular bred phyfician nigh, the father went to a Quack in the 
neighbourhood for an emetic, and was fupplied with a portion 
of the emetic tartar. The emetic was exhibited by the littie 
boy’s mother, and continued to operate, at fhort intervals, 
through the day and moft of the fucceeding night. During thefe 
vomitive efforts worms were thrown up from the ftomach, 
which induced the parents to believe he had more, and that a 
potion of Carolina-pink, fucceeded by a purge, might be proper 
for the child. The father again called on Quack for thefe 
medicines, and was told by him, that he had two {forts of 
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pink-root; that one fort was much better than the other; 
that it was ftronger, &c. &c. and that he might take which he 
ae Mr. — thinking it beft to be fure to take that 
ort which would be likely to prove thé moft efficacious, and 
not fufpecting that Quack could be fo ignotant of fimples, as not 
to know pink-root from any other root, took the fort which 
had been recommended in fuch high terms, afid departed : pre- 
vious to which however, he propofed to Quack, * if he fhoud be 
coming that way in the courfe of thé evening, to call in and 
fee the lad.” ‘Lhis propofal, as may well be fuppofed, was 
readily affented to. - Powards night Quack called, and was in- 
vited up ftairs, and after examining the patient, and ftalking 
about the chamber a few times, with all the dignity and impor- 
tance of a cure-all, and vaunting of his wonderful performances 
in curing incurable difeafes, pronounced the little boy to be la- 
bouring under a fcarlet, putrid fever, of very dangerous ten- 
dency, often proving fatal, owing to its highly putrid nature ; 
and that there was no difeafe more putrid, except the yellow fe- 
ver; that it had been a good deal prevalent of late in his prac- 
tice ; and that he had beeq very fuccefsful in treating it, &c. 
&c. &c. But thefe “great fwelling words of vanity” did not 
make thé fame imprefifon on Mr.———— and Mrs. — 
that they would have made on Quack’s wi/e employers; they 
were difpofed to rely on their own judgment, refpecting their 
child’s ficknefs, rather than Quack’s; and to purfue the exhibition 
of the (fuppofed) pink-root-tea. ‘The tea was given gveral times = 
but the vomiting continuing, and the child be¢oming very fee- 
ble and exhaufted, the parents fent forme. 

I found him as follows: very languid, thirfty, extremities 
cold, indeed univerfally colder than in health; pulfe very 
weak, but not much quickened ; votniting at intervals of an hour 
or two. I endeavoured to reftore warmth, and théreby reftrain 
the vomiting, by exciting the ation of the fuperficial veffels, 
by external applications to the extremities and pit of the ftom- 
ach, and by {mall dofes of laudanum internally ; advifing the 
mother, as foon as the ftomach fhould become compofed, to 
perfevere in the ufe of the pink-tea. I had generally witneff= 
ed that vomiting from the irritation of wotms was checked by 
Carolina-pink tea; but in this cafe it appeared not to produce 
that happy effet. Iwas at a lofs therefore to account for the 
continuance of the vomiting; and charged Mrs. ———— with 
having given too much of thé emetic. Suppofing that Quack 
had fupplied the parents with a fufficient quantity of the pink, 
and perceiving that he had furnifhed them with a purge to be 
oe after the pink-tea was all taken, I was about to take my 

ave, when it occurred to me to inquire whether they had 
$ 2 
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enough of the pink-root, and if they had not, to leave more. 
Mrs. immediately brought horward, in a fragment of 
brown paper, a part of the (fuppofed) pink-root, which fhe had 
not fteeped ; and upon caftifig my eye on it, I at once fufpe&- 
ed there was fome fallacy in the bufinefs ; for the article prima 
Facie, did not look like Carolina-pink. I examined it critically, 
and at length found myfelf warranted to declare that it was 
not Carolina-pink, but genuine Virginia fnake-root. The pa- 
rents were confounded, mortified, vexed. I obferved to them, 
that it might feem like prejudice in me to make fuch a deciara- 
tion; but I believed I could convince them that I fpake the 
truth. I then expofed to their examination fome Carolina- 
pink, and fome Virginian fnake-root, both which I had with 
me, and told them and a vifitant gentleman prefent, to examine 
and judge for themfelves. They all very foon were fully fenfi- 
ble that the unfortunate little fufferer had been taking an infu- 
fion of Virginia fnake-root, inftead of Carolina-pink, through the 
ignorance and ftupidity of an unprincipled pretender in medicine. 
This difcovery at once gave a clue by which to account for 
the continuance of the vomiting. Mrs. then told me 
that her maid, as foon as fhe untied and opened the paper con- 
taining the article in order to prepare the tea, told her “it was 
nothing but {nake-root,” but that fhe filenced her for her pre- 
{umption. I left fome Carolina-pink, and a portion of rhubarb 
and calomci, with fuitable directions, and departed. My direc- 
tions were followed; and ina day or two the little boy parted 
with a great number of worms, and foon re-entered his {chool. 
On the foregoing cafe, I would obferve, 
1ft. Quacks always defignate the ailments for which they 
are confulted, by fome great name; fo that if the patient recovers, 
it is owing to their wonderful fkill; and if he perifhes, itis not 
to be wondered at; the nature of the diforder was fuch, that it 
could not have been cured. ‘The above cafe, which was a fim- 
ple cold accompanied with worms, was, according to Quack’s 
reprefentation, a putrid, fcarlet fever, &c. &c. If this had 
-happened among people as ignorant as himfelf, he would have: 
_rendered himfelf famous for the cure of another formidable, 
dangerous difeafe; but which, in fat, moft good old nurfes 
would have cured with little or no medical aid. 
2dly. It is furprifing that people will confent to employ 2 
perfon to adminifter medicine to them, whofe opportunities for 
obtaining medical knowledge have not been half equal to thofe 
which would be required and expected of a perfon whom they 
would employ as a cobler to mend their fhoes. 
Laftly. Quack went from his native home to an academy 
about 20 miles diftant, to learn the rudiments of Englifh litera- 
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ture, fuch as reading, writing, and arithmetic. Here he tarried 
jult fx weeks. Then he returned home, and undertook to teach 
a {chool occafionally ; married and had children born to him. 
But the {phere in which a [chool-mafter moves was too contraéted for 
an ample difplay of the expanded faculties of his intuitive mind. He 
had a call (f{upernatural) to commence preacher. He founder- 
ed in his firft eflay ; for he had hardly entered on his harangue, 
when the current of infpiration ceafed to flow; his tongue clave 
to the roof of his mouth; he fat down, and never more at- 
tempted to obey the heavenly mandate. But fuch a native 
genius, fuch fuper-eminent talents, could not lie dormant, con- 
cealed in a napkin, nor like a candle under a bufhel ; they muft 
thine forth to illuminate and blefs his groping fellow-men. He 
went and lived with a practitioner, “ Gf and on,” ten months ; 
during which time he told me he learned to calculate eclipfes ! 
intending, it feems, to become a proficient in almanack-makingas 
well as in medicine. A vacancy happening in a neighbouring 
village, precifely at the expiration of ten months and four days, 
his patron gave him a recommendatory line, and he commenced 
uack ! and now fhines among a certain clafs of /o/k, with 
the moft refplendent effulgence imaginable! ! he ll 
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PPL LEO 


Agricultural Societies. 


It has been and ftill continues to be an yw with the Editor of this publi- 
cation, to form fuch connexions with the diftri& Agricultural Societies in dif 
ferent parts of the country, as to procure from them a regular feries of intereft- 
ing communications for this work. Suppofing fuch focieties more common 
than what they at prefent are, and fuppofing them put upon a plan, fo far as 
circumftances might permit, like the following ;—that at the annual meeting 
of each fociety, which fhould be in September or Odober, yearly, the various 
local circumftances and the flate of hufbandry in that particular county or dif 
triét being taken into view, it fhould then be confidered, what are thofe points 
in agriculture to which it might be moft “cee to call up the attention and 
excite the inquiry of hufbandmen, and on thefe ubjeéts thete fhould: be rai 
certain queftions—quefticns, which in every ‘ifuince fhould come within 
the views and obfervation o hufbandmen generally. ~ 
Such queftions to be printed, and every member to be ferved with a copy of 
them in print. : 
‘It fhould then be the duty of each member of the fociety to make thefe fey- 
eral inquiries in the town in which he lives, and at the next ‘annual meeting, 


In writing, to give or fend in, 
1. - An anfwer to the feveral queftions propofed by the fociety of which 
lie had been ferved with a printed copy, fo far as by experience, obferva- 
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tion and inquiry, he might have been enabled to afcertain the fats refpe&- 
ing them. 

2. An account of the flate of crops, new improvements, &c. &c. the cur- 
rent year. 


g- Queftions tothe number of five or fix for the ufe of the fociety, from 
which, thus colleéted, there fhould be a feleftion of queftions for another 


year. 


_Thefe reports of the feveral members of the fociety to come before the foz 
ciety’s Truitees, who fhould make a report on each fubje& or queftion, accord: 
ing to what ~~ appear from the information thus received from the feveral 
members of fociety. Thefe reports of the Truftees of the fociety to be 
tran{mitted for publication in the Medical and Agricultural Regifter. 

In this way it 1s believed an aétive {pirit of inquiry might be fuddenly extend- 
ed over a whole country. It is a fyitem not tedious to be purfued; it is di 
viding the labor equally, and_giving to every member his portion. It would 
be bringing the views of the‘fociety to a point, and giving a dire€tion to all its 
members. | | 

Thefe obfervations have heen introduced here, as explanatory of the follow. 
ing communication from the * Attleborough Society for the promotion of Agri- 
culture,” &c. and further, as exhibiting the outlines of a favourite fyflem with 
the Editor, and which he is taking meafures to fee carried into effeét with cer- 
tain focieties in particular parts of the country. Such a fyftem in all its par- 
ticular circumftances, is more efpecially calculated for thofe diftnét focieties, 
whofe meetings are held annually or femieannually. The Attleborough fociety 
holds its meetings monthly, excepting in the fummer feafon. This fociety, as 
the Editor has been informed, at the prefent time, are ina courfe of experiments 
and obfervation with plafter of Paris or gypfum, three different fpecimens of 
which having been purchafed in confiderable quantities by the fociety, and dif- 
tributed among its members, who are now making ufe of it on different foils 
and for different crops. The refult of their obfervations at the end of the year, 

annot but be interefting. The Editor hopes he may have it in his power ta 

ay it before the public. This fociety is an example worthy of imitation in all 
confiderable agricultural towns. When fuch, or diftn& focieties fhall become 
more numerous, when they fhall be put upon a fyftem to render every membeys 
neceflarily aédive, we may then expect to fee agriculture advancing in our coun- 
try with rapid ftrides. Efpecially could there be among thofe focieties ong 
central point, one common vehicle of communication to the public, ifluing at regular 
periods, and circulating extenfively over the country. Such it 1s wifhed that 
the Medical and Agricultural Regifer may be. Propofitions of this nature are 
already before certain diftri& agricultural focieties in this State ; and the Edi- 
tor would feei himfelf greatly obliged by any affiftance afforded him by particular 
gentlemen, in effeéting fuch a connexion with thefe or other fimilay fo- 
cieties in this or any of the adjacent States. ; 


Attleborough Society, for the Encouragement of Agricul. 
ture, Arts and Social Intercourfe. 


DR. ADAMS, 

In this place was inftituted in the year 1805, a Society, 
ftyled The Attleborough Society, for the Encouragement of Agricul. 
ture, Arts, and focial Intercourfe. It was fmall at firft, but has 
increafed to rifing of fixty members. ‘The general object of 
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the fociety, is to promote improvements in knowledge, in mor- 
als, in ufeful arcs, and particularly in Agriculture, which we 
conceive to be of primary importance. We _ have a handfome 
library, with the mears of increafing it. But as yet, we have 
done little by way of colle€tihg information upon agricultural 
fubje&ts. We have made few experiments, not any, indeed, 
which we think are worthy to be communicated to the public. 

Your letter of February 11th. has been laid before the fociety, 
and its fentiments were univerfally approved. The Medical 
and Agricultural Regifter has been, from the beginning, read 
with pleafure and profit, by a number of our members; the 
objects it embraces are of incalculable moment, and we with it 
may be as ufeful as its circulation is extenfive. We dhould be 
happy in being able to contribute tewards enriching fo valua- 
ble a publication. Should we at a future period think proper 
to make communications to the public, we know of no vehicle 
fo well adapted to the purpofe as the Regifter. 

Although we have no ambition to be known to the public as 
a fociety at.prefent, efpecially as we have not made, (for rea- 
fons unneccflary to mention,) that improvement which we 
hoped to have done ; ‘yet if you are of opinion, (as your letter 
fuggefts) that agricultural focieties wouid be beneficial, and 
that our example will have any tendency to ftimulate others to 
inftitute them ; the above, or any part of it, is at your difpofal. 

Iam Sir, in behalf of the fociety, refpeétfully your obe- 
dient fervant, AMOS IDE, jun. Secretary. 


Attleborough, April 20th, 1807. 


For th MEDICAL ano AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 
DR. ADAMS, 


WE agree with “ Mentor” in your laft Regifter, in his efti- 
mate of the utility of your paper. We agree with him in def- 
erence to the opinions of ‘“ practical farmers ;” we had, how- 
ever, been accuitomed to believe, that there was no art, * huf- 
bandry” not excepted, in which ignorance was any ufeful qual- 
ification ; nor did we know before, that * book farmers,” that 
is, farmers acquainted with reading, with the principles and re- 
fults of the operations of their art, “were the worft farm- 
ers in the country.” ‘Lhofe, that we imagined the beft farm~- 
ers, either with a “little, or a great deal,” we have uniformly 
found acquainted with the principles of * hufbandry.” But, if 
it be fo, the Regifter, being intended to make * book farmers,” 
ought inftantly to be dropped. 

At your particular requeft, I defcribed to you an experiment, 
(“ Mentor” has to learn from books or elfewhere, that an ex- 
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periment is not a “theory” nor an ‘untried improvement,” 
an ‘ingenious fpeculation,”) an experiment tefted by our beft 
farmers for five years, with uniform and increafing fuccefs, 
and at the moment I am writing, promifing as happy a refult 
asever. What was its reception? A writer, who pretends not 
to have tefted it,’ who leaves us in the dark whence he obtain- 
ed the materials, from which to make fo laconic a decifion, 
gravely forms us, that * burning’ meadows, is fpoiling mea- 
dows,” that it is the fame thing ¢¢ as burning a barn for the 
fake of the afhes.” Indeed he goes farther; left the confla- 
gration fhould ftill fpread, he levies «¢ the neighbours,” en maffe, 
to go out, and quench it. ‘This is the urbanity, ** decency and 
candour,” which is to ftimulate the reluétant and encourage 
the timidity of ‘* practical” farmers to make communications. 
And this too is the writer under various fignatures, who com- 
plains of the ¢* harfhneis of criticifm.” 
Unqualified affertion without proof, is often received as the 
‘oracular refponfe of profound refearch. To counteraét its ten- 
dency, we toiled through the objeétions of ‘ Mentor” at 
“three or four pages” length, becaufe we had a deep convic- 
tion, that the prevalence of this tillage would be of public 
utility. We believe that a fpirit of inquiry into the principles 
of agriculture, is in operation and in progrefs throughout our 
‘country, and that chiefly to this is owing the vaft improve- 
ments that have been made in this moft ufeful of al] arts. 
« Mentor” would bring us back to the Gothic times, when the 
fon trod in the circle of his father with undeviating regularity. 
I think your paper eminently calculated at once to excite this 
fpirit of inquiry, and to diffufe the information that muft re- 
{ult from it; and wifh it better fuccefs, than to fall into the 


hands of ‘ half a dozen’’ fuch writers as ¢* Mentor” and my- « 
felf. | T. FLINT. 


Lunenburgh, Fune 7, 1807. 
* * * ‘ 
* * * 


Remarks.—We have been much gratified in feeing the fub- 
je€t of improving meadow-lands fo fully difcuffed ; but feel for- 
ry that any thing unpleafant to the feelings of either of our cor- 
re{fpondents fhould have occurred, in the courfe of this difcuf- 
fion, by the remarks, one upon the other. 

Admitting that the ftrictures of “ Patience” on the Rev. 
Mr. Flint’s firft communication were fevere, yet we apprehend 
that his refle€tions were not meant to be perfonal. He, prob- 
ably, would wifh to be underftood as fpeaking pointedly againit 
a praétice defcribed, rather than againft the writer, as he ap- 
plauds gentlemen of the Clergy for trying and publifhing ex- 
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riments, and in a particular manner, expreffed his obliga- 
tions to Mr. Flint for his communication; not, fays he, “ be- 
caufe I agree with him in opinion, but becaufe I think his let- 
ter will excite attention to.a very important branch of improve- 
ment of agriculture.” | 

In fpeaking of ‘ book farmers,” ‘ Mentor” has ufed the 
words indefinitely, although he probably had in view, fuch as 
are farmers in theory only, and know nothing of the practice ; 
in other words, fuch as have contemplated agriculture in the 
clofet, but have never jeen it exemplified in the field. Hence 
we conclude, that in this particular, our correfpondents are both 
correct in the fenfe in which they would be underftood. ‘The- 
ory and practice, undoubtedly, ought to go hand in hand; it 
is thefe united, as we conceive, which form the character of a 
complete farmer. 

On the main queftion, whether paring and burning mea- 
dows, generally {peaking, is improving them? we fhall not 
prefume’ to offer an opinion. Judging from what Englifh huf- 
bandmen have written upon this fubjeét, we fhould conclude 
that lands in this way, have, in many inftances, been ruined, 
whilé in other inftances they have been much improved, In the 
** Farmer’s Magazine,” now publifhing at Edinburg, we find 
both the afhrmative and negative of the queftion advocated , 
although, where it is admitted, it is generally with certain re- 
ftrictions and under certain limitations. Much undoubtedly 
depends on the nature of the foil and various other circum- 
ftances ; more efpecially, on what it is that is burned. If it be 
but the mofs, roots and haflocks, and fuch things as impede 
vegetation, we cannot conceive that any evil fhould come from 
it; but on the contrary, great advantage, as feems to have been 
the cafein Lunenburg. On the contrary, if the fubje&t fub- 
mitted to burning be the /or/, three or four inches of its furface 
being taken off, as has often been done in fome parts of Eng- 
land, and as we apprehend *‘ Patience” conceived of it, the 
practice then becomes doubtful, perhaps we may fay, unwar- 
rantable. | 3 

We have made thefe obfervations, not as prefuming to give 
any decifion upon the queftion, but becaufe we think our cor- 
refpondents farther apart in appearance than they are in reality. 
We with to keep them fo nigh together at leaft, as that they 
may often pafs the fame way, and be frequently feen in the 
fame places, that is, in the pages of the Regifter. Their com- . 
munications haye been interefting, and have excited a good 
deal of attention among our readers. We with, however, that 
our correfpondents, in all inftances, would avoid’every thing 
which is perfonal, as we wifh to make the Regifter a pleafant 
thing both to thofe who read it, and to thofe who write for it. 
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«Of cultivating Carrots. 
DR. ADAMS, 


Ir the following merits a place in the Regifter, pleafe to 
infert it. D. C. 


The culture of carrots in this country has been but little 
in practice; but by thofe who have made the experiment, 
they are found to contain more nutriment than either potatoes 
or turnips, and may be cultivated in far greater abundance, upon 
the fame {pace of ground. It is faid, and by good authority, 
that nine hundred and fixty dufbels* have been raifed upon one acre, 

They make a good table fauce; but the greateft objec in 
cultivating them is for the ufe of feeding and fattening {wine, 
horfes, and cattle. ‘They are fo eafily cultivated, and fo hardy, 
that they may be raifed in fields to great advantage, They 
will grow well in a foil that is but moderately rich, if it be 
ploughed deep and made mellow. Owing to the form of the 
root of this plant, and their penetrating fo deep into the earth, 
it is but rarely injured by droughts, that caufe other vegetation 
to droop, and many kinds to die. , 

The ground fhould be ploughed in the fall preceding, and 
ploughed very deep: it muft be well harrowed before fowing, 
firft with a heavy harrow, and afterwards with a lighter one. 
After the feed is fown, the ground fhould be raked, otherwife 
the feed being fo light, and of a forked form, if it be harrowed, 
it will be too much collected. : 

The laft week in April is about the proper time for fowing, 
but later will anfwer. I have known good crops raifed, that 
were fown as late as the middle of June. The earlier they are 
fown, the larger they will grow; but they are not fo good -for 
table ufe as thofe which are fown later. There will be no 
danger in thinning them early, as they are a plant which is 
feldom diminifhed by infects. 

The European farmers make a practice of harrowing them 
after they have grown to fome bignefs. It is faid that nat 
one to fifty will be deftroyed by the operation: it will loofen 
the foil, and greatly forward their growth. But it will be 
advifeable to go among them after harrowing, and uncover 
thofe which are buried under heaps of mould, 

It will be found, by thofe who will try the experiment of 
raifing carrots, to be a great improvement in our prefent fyftem 


of agriculture. 


* This however is a very extraordinary produce, and not fuch as is often to 
be expetted. E£. 
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The following has been.in type two months, but has been deferred tll this 
Bate penod in the {vafon, for want of room. 


Mode of deftroying Caterpillars. 
[From the American Mufeum. | 
MR. CAREY, 

In reading your Mufeum for May, 1788, I met with a 
mode of deftroying caterpillars which infeft fruit trees. I re- 
ceived this information juft after I had been making experi- 
ments of this nature at Brookline, five miles from this. I frft 
tried brimftone, without charcoal duft, as recommended, which 
had not the defired effect. I then provided a long pole, and a 
fponge at the end of it. ‘Lhis I dipped in fpirits of turpentine, 
and condutted it to the neft; and with a {mall touch of the 
{ponge, thus charged, the {pirits penetrated the neft, and affe&ted 
the vermin to fuch a degree, that, in fundry inftances, on cut- 
ting off large nefts, I found by my watch thai in fifteen minutes 
they were wholly deftroyed. With one gallon of fpirits of 
turpentine, I went through three hundred trees. I will nor 
pretend to fay that this kind of vermin will never infeft the 
trees again ; but this [ can fay, by obfervation, that the vermin 
were deftroyed for that feafon, and that the trees received no 
injury by the {pirits. Lhe earlier thefe vermin are attended to, 
after they have formed their web, the better. To this they 
repair for fafety: and it has been obferved, that they are fhield- 
ed completely from rain, whilft inclofed in their neits ; and to 
this they always return before the fetting fun. Experiments of 
this kind may be of great utility to the American nation, and 
render effential fervices to individuals. There is room to hope 
that experimental philofophers will have encouragement enough 
to continue their ftudics, fince we neither want people nor 
induftry to bring their defigns into practice. I doubt not but 
improvement may be made from the hints here communicated 


by your humble fervant, JOHN LUCAS. 
Bofton, September 23, 1789. 
* 2 * “ * 


Remarks.—The above may be depended upon as a cheap, a 
pleafant, an expeditious, and an effectual method of deftroying 
this troublefome infe&t, the caterpillar, fo deftru€tive to vege- 
tation, ‘The Editor, the laft fummer, was taken through an 
orchard, by a gentleman in the Commonwealth of Maflachu- 
fetts, from whence this infeét had been utterly exterminated 
by the method here recommended. A very {mall quantity of 
the fpirits is fufficient to the deftruction of all the inhabitants 
of a fingle neft. ‘The {pirits may be purchafed at about /even- 
teen cents the pint. | | | 
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MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES. 


POP LLL” 


Bill of Mortality for 1806, in 20 Towns. 


AFTER fo much pains and expenfe in making known our in- 
tentions, we feel extremely forry and fomewhat difappointed, 
that fo many gentlemen of the Clergy, who we know are in 
the habit of recording the deaths in their refpective towns, 
fhould have been fo far inattentive to our wifhes, as not to have 
favoured us with a copy of their records. "We would, however, 
continue our folicitation, and hope for better fuccefs another 
year. ‘The information we wifh to receive, is the age, fex and 
difeafe of all thofe who died, the months in which they died, 
together with the marriages and births, if they can be afcer- 
tained, in each town. A want of uniformity in thefe refpe&s 
has obliged us to make fome deviations from our plan in the 
arrangement of the bill, here to be exhibited, 











Towns. Cenfusin 1800 , Marriages| Births Deaths. 
Newbury-Port 5946 74 273 94 
Worcetter 2411 _— _ 41 
Brookfield 3284 — | 42 38 
Hallowell, 1ft. p. : A — | 73 20 
Do. ed. parifh 394 — Kon 8 
Walpole, N. H. 1743 15 | _ 18 
Uxbridge 1404 _ — 13 
Fitchburgh 1390 _— — 19 
New-Milford unknown 12 25 3 
Needham 1072 a oo 16 
Mansfield 1016 -— g 11 
Norton — 1481 — § 5 15 
Middleton §98 — 17 13 
New-Caftle 996 oup _ . a 
Mafon, N. H. 1197 10 41 14 
Warwick 1233 9 25 15 
Bath : 1225 eum oun 34 
Hopkinton 1372 15 54 14 
Shrewfbury 1143 natn 32 14 
Spencer 1432 _ -- 25 
Princeton 1021 _ 34 10 
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Of 261 whofe ages have been given, died, under @ years of age, 





























63 

between ¢ and to years - 35 
10 and go - - 22 

20 and 3o - - 2F 

3o and 40 - - 20 

40 and 50 - - 20 

50 and 60 - ‘ 21 

60 and 70 ~ - 17 

"5 and 80 - . 17 

~8o and go - - 16 

-- go and 100 . - 2g 
106 - - I 


The particular difeafes of which thefe died, fo far as we have been favoured 
with them (viz. 132) are as follows, 





Abfcefs - 1 | Dropfy - 10] Jaundice - 5 
Aphtha - 4 | —Brain - 3 | Mortification 3 
Apoplexy - 5 | —Breatt “ 2 | Old Age ig 
Aithma .. - 1 | Dyfentery 2 | Organ. defe& 5 
Dropfy . 3 SN 1 | Palfy - 8 
ancer - 3 | Erylipelas 2 | Quinfy - 7 
Colic : 2 Catarrhal 3 | Rickets - i 
Confumption 53 | Fever < Puerperal 5 | Tetanus - 1 
Convulfions 17 5 a 56 | Ulcerinthethroat 1 
Croup - 3 | Gravel . 2 | Worms * 1 
Cholera Morbus 2 | Inflammation of the | Cafualties 11 
Cholera Infantum 1 Bowels 6 | Lightning 1 

Diabetes - 1 | —Lungs - 2 

Intoxication 1 

( Night-mare - 1 





2 


Extract from letters of Clergymen, accompanying 
their Bills of Mortality. 


Shrew/bury.—The perfon who attained to 106 years of age, was 
a female, born in Framingham, February, 1701—married in 
1738—left a widow 1792. She was never a mother. 


Mafon, N. H.—Where the feneca fnake-root has been ufed in 
Quinfy or Croup, it has been fuccefsful in every inftance, fo 
far as has come to my knowledge. 





New-Caftle. Deaths in 6 years, ending January 1, 1807 68 

New-Milford.— Do. in 10 years - - « 68 

Hopkinton.—— Do. in 15 pears - - do 27g 
Marriages Do. 297 | 


Waltham.—-— Deaths in 54 years 


: : . ' 508 
of which number 115 lived to 70 years and upwards. 





Extra of a letter from Dr. RowLanv GREEN, jun. 


Mansfield—The fummer of 1805 was very dry and warm, 
fprings remarkably low, and in many places the water afforded 
by the wells was fo bad, as to be unfit for family ufe. Tenef- 
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mal diarrhoea, prevailed in Auguft and firft of September, after 
which, an epidemic fever, to the end of the year. Where the 
water in the wells was the pooreft, the fever generally raged 
with greateft violence and malignity. Of 82 who had the fever 
r2 died, 8 of whom wete males. 


The femmer of 1806 was very dry and cold. A few cafes 
of epidemic fever appeared in Auguft, September and Novem- 
ber, but they were generally lefs violent than thofe of laft year. 
The following cafe, perhaps, may be thought worthy of notice. 


Oral: 15, 1806, Mr. J. Paine was feized with fymptoms 
of Inflammation ofthe Inteftines. Extreme pain and tendernefs 
in the abdomen, conftipation, and vomiting up every thing ta- 
ken. ‘Thefe fymptonis lafted 2 days, and then he became eafy, 
except fome forenefs-and enlargement in his bowels. Confti- 
pation was: removed, and he appeared to mend until the evening. 
of the 22d, at which time the pain in his abdomen returned, 
and from this time he kept continually fpitting up a bilious mat- 
ter till the evening of the 23d, when he died. On opening the 
body, a live worm, of the common kind, about 10 inches in 
length, was found entangled in the omentum, lying between 
that vifcus amd the peritoneum ; marks of inflammation ap- 
peared on the whole inteffinal canal, numerous adhefions, con- 
fiderable matter of the appearance of pus, and a large quantity 
of thin clay-coloured extravafated fluid was found in the abdo- 
men. ‘lhe ftomach was empty, except it contained a little bil- 
ious matter. ‘The place where the worm efcaped from the in- 
teftinal canal was not found.- The worm was found exaftly 
on the part where the pain was moft fevere. Nothing further 


appeared worthy of remark. ROLAND GREEN, jun. 
Fanuary 34, 1807. 


| Infefts—an Extraét. 
We are almoft entirely in the dark, refpe€ting the hiftory of 


the infeéts injurious to our ufeful plants ; and that man would 
be laudably and mee | employed, who fhould colleét what 
is knowable concerning the different moths, bugs, flics and: 
worms, which infeft our fields and gardens. 

On Shearing Lambs. 

An experienced farmer advifes to fhear the largeft lambs at’ 
the time of the new moot in July.. Say what you will, con- 
tinues he, about its impairing their fleeces in future: I can 
contradict it by experience. Their fleeces will yield as much, 
and their wool will be better. And as there are no cold ftorms: 
an. that. feafon of the year, your lambs will be more comfortable 
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and thrive fafter without their fleeces than with them. As 

hatting wool is dear, by attending to this method of frugality, 

many thoufands of dollars might be faved to the country annu- 

rel of which each individual raifer of fheep would receive his 
are. 





To Dairy Women. 


To prevent your cheefe having a rancid, naufeous flavour, 
put about one table {poonful of falt to each gallon of milk when 
taken from the cows in the evening, for the cheefe to be made 
the next day; put the falt at the bottom of the veffel that is to 
receive the milk; it will increafe the curd, and prevent the 
milk from growing four op putrid the hotteft nights in fum- 
mer. 


— -——- -f 


Refult of Meteorological and other Obfervations, for May, 18075 
made at Deerfield, Port/mouth and Smithfield. 



































Sc Saf S-</ ¢ 
aaa Ra et | 
SS] SPS ElGreatef heat\Leaft heat in| Prevailing {233 

May, 1807. | 3] 3 %| SS hin the month.) the month.| winds. — |.[=\8 
SsSsssl | S139 

Deerfield 484 634 56 30 d. 80° li d. 32° N. & N. WwW.) ff i 

Portfmouth { 463} 594) 534/28 72 |  N.E. 

Smithfield 454). 594 §2F130 78 \i1 30 } Variable. | 

WEATHER, 

1 day, foggy, fome clouds: 17 Sund. cloudy, rain at night. 

on clei fhowers. __ | 18— cioudy (appletrees blojfomed. ) 

3 Sund. fair and cool, high frefhet. 19— _ gue. ap fhowers. 

. ¢o— fair an ealant. 
4{ fair, cool but pleafant. ised aaa. Patlwieen. 
rainy day’. i 22— fhowers, at thunder. 
— cloudy, fome rain iNew moon.|o3— fair. 

$— cloudy, fhowers and funfhine. ~ |24— Sund. rain, thunder. 

g— rain and fome fnow. 252 cloudy ae appletrecs in full 

to Sund. clouds and funfhine. oef fome rain. @ d/ofom. 

11 ¢7— rain in fome places, fair. 

12 fair and pleafant. 38 fair 

23) ) =0§ and D Laft quarter. 

14—— appearances of rain. Firft guar.) 30 pleafant. : 

15— rain lait > HP fhowers. 31 Sund. cloudy, little rain. 

so fair, hazy, P. M. | 


Depth of water fallen in rain, Smithfield 5, 10 inches. 


/ 
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Smithfield, May 31, 1807. 


We have had much cloudy, wet weather, and confiderable 
thunder this month. ‘The ground is full of water, and rivers 
high. Many people have not yet finifhed. planting Indian 
corn, on account of the almoft continued rains The progrefs 
of vegetation is much behind the time of year: apple-trees be- 
gan to put out leaves about the 8th: peach-trees and pear-trees 
were in bloom about the middle of the month ; but apple-trees 
were notin full bloom till the 25th: the bloffoms are not yet 
entirely fallen, and the fruit formed. 3 

** Now the whole leafy foreft ftands array’d 


In fmiling nature’s. univerfal robe ! 
United light and fhade! where the fight dwells 
With growing ftrength, and ever new delight.” 


Grafs is well fety and looks promifing, though rather fhort. 
State of health not fo favourable as laft month : cafes of canker 
rafh more frequent and diftreffing, ard rather an increafe of fe 
vers. On the 10th inft. 2 young woman belonging to this 
town was bitten by a dog that had every appearance of being 
in the laft ftage of madnefs. Immediate affiftance was called, 
and fhe has been under a courfe of medicine. No fymptoms 
of the dreadful malady have yet appeared. ‘The dog was pur- 
fued and killed ; but where he belonged is not known. 
A SMITHFIELD SuBSCRIBER.- 


Deerfield, May 31, 1807. 

The firft appearance of leaves upon the apple-tree was on the 
gth of the month. Cherries, plums and peaches bloffomed the 
tsth; apple-trees began to bloffom the 18th, and on the 26th 
were in full bloom. The feafon, though late, promifes to be 
prolific. Wheat, however, has a fickly hue, and in fome pieces 
which I have examined, the flies are numerous. 

The month has been unufually coldand wet; the frefhets 
continued late, and {prings are higher than they have been for 
thefe two laft years. In fome of the hilly towns, fnow was feen 
the latter part of the month. It is now very healthy. 


ee 


Errata. Page 236 of the Regifter, lines ed, 5th and 14th, for was, read were. 


CONDITIONS OF THE REGISTER. 
PusxiisHED monthly, the laft Wednefday of every month, at One Dollar pe 
annum, delivered at the office, payable half yearly, in advance. 
ages 
ConpuctTep By DANIEL ADAMS, o. 8. 
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